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WHAT IS CUCURBIT YELLOW 

VINE DISEASE? 
• Cucurbit yellow vine disease (CYVD) is a wide­
spread bacterial disease affecting cucurbit crops.

• Caused by a bacterium called Serratia marcescens.
• Spread by squash bugs (Anasa tristis).

WHAT DOES CYVD LOOK LIKE? 

HOW CAN CYVD BE 

MANAGED? 

Adult squash bug and an egg mass. 
Photo credit: J. Obermeyer, Purdue Entomology 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

• Mark Gleason, Iowa State University

(mgleason@iastate.edu)

• Sarah Pethybridge, Cornell University

(sjp277@cornell.edu)

• David Gonthier, University of Kentucky

(djgo227@g.uky.edu)

Insecticide Sprays: 
Based on scouting for squash bugs 
and egg masses. Timing of spray is 
important; target the nymphs. 

Crop Rotation: 
1 to 2 years out of cucurbits. 

Mesotunnels: 
Physical barrier that can exclude 
squash bugs in organic production. 

Mesotunnel. 
Photo credit: Sean Murphy, Cornell University 
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Yellowing of leaves due to CYVD. 
Photo credit: Jim Jasinski, Ohio State University, Bugwood.org 

Leaf yellowing and wilting start at fruit set and
worsen as fruit mature.

Yellowing of younger (right) and older leaves (left). 
Photo credit: Jose Gonzalez, Iowa State University 




