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Project Objectives

1. Document impact of protek net material 
2. Effective organic pest management 
3. Provide growers with research‐based information





APPROACH

Crops o Butternut squash

Cover 
treatment

o No‐cover
o ProTek Net
o Row cover

Sites
o West Branch, IA
o Decorah, IA
o Cuba City, WI



ProTek Net

25’ wide

300’ long
60 g material

Thanks to Jose and his team for cutting the material



Planting at scattergood Farms 6-15-2021

Transplants dipped in kaolin clay solution



Weed fabric to manage weeds between rows



Training opportunity for graduate and 
undergraduate students 



Planting at Humble Hands Harvest, Decorah, 6-8-2021



Data on air temp and light intensity



Planting at Blue Barrel Produce, Cuba City, WI 6-29-21



Collaboration with Dubuque County Extension 



Harvest 10‐20‐21 (Blue Barrel Produce)





Cover July Aug Sep
No‐cover 79.2 73.9 66.0
Protek net 81.5 74.0 67.1
Row cover 85.4 74.1 67.0

Average air temperature °F (Blue Barrel)

Cover June July Sep
No‐cover 39,055 15,677 11,743
Protek net 39,099 12,649 13,433
Row cover 26,066 13,951 17,918

Average light intensity (lux)



Butternut squash yield (Blue Barrel)
Plots were 25 ft long, replicated three times

Cover
Marketable

Number Weight (kg)
No‐cover 50 a 150.5 a
Protek net 45 a 162.2 a
Row cover 33 b 100.6 b



Butternut squash yield (Humble Hands Harvest)
Plots were 50 ft long with Three replications

Cover
Marketable

Number Weight (lb)
No‐cover 68 b 206.7 b
Proteknet 79 a 279.7 a
Row cover 51 c 126.0 c

Cover  Insect damage
Number Weight (kg)

No‐cover 5NS 11.3NS

Proteknet 4 14.0
Row cover 4 13.0



Summary

• Protek net definitely a viable option 
although economics need to be 
worked out

• Weed management using weed fabric 
is becoming more popular

• Growers are finding multiple uses for 
protek net
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