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A phage (red) 
attaches to a 

bacterial cell (blue) 
and injects its 

genetic material. 

Bacteriophages are viruses 
that can parasitize and kill 

bacteria. They are highly 

host-specific. 

The phage's 
genetic material 

makes the 
bacteria I cell a 

"phage factory*. 
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Bacterial cells 
burst, releasing 
newly formed 

phages, which can 
then Infect other 
bacterial cells. 
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Phages isolated from cucumber 
beetles from Kentucky a.nd Iowa 

can kill Erwin/a tracheiP-hila cells 

Cin lab conditions, no commercial 
product available yet). 

• Determine if we have single or 
multiple pha.ge candidates 

• Test their biocontrol 
effectiveness (greenhouse) 

• Select the best candidates for 
future field trials 
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IMAGE OF A 

PHAGE THAT 

INFECTS 

ERWIN/A 

TRAOHEIPHILA 
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FOLLOW US TO 

LEARN MORE! 

0 @TCucurbit 
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The current cucurbit podcast 

Efl https://www.cucurbit.plantpath.iastate.edu 
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